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School Choice and the
(uestion of Accountability

EMILY VAN DUNK ano ANNELIESE M. DICKMAN




“We must admit there is a
RACE RELATIONS PROBLEM

in southeastern Wisconsin.”
White male age 18-29 from

%{ﬁatig;s

Impacting business, impeding progress

“We need to learn to know each other.
We all have the same problems.”

White female over 60 from Washington County
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SERVING GREATER MILWAUKEE

Survey conducted by:
* Public Policy Forum



SHOULD IT STAY OR
SHOULD IT GO?

Explorin al for structural reform in
ounty government

ic Policy Forum
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THE NEW WPF

Effective January 1, 2018, the Public
Policy Forum and Wisconsin Taxpayers
Alliance merged to create the
Wisconsin Policy Forum, a statewide
policy research organization.
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THE NEW WPF

We maintain our mission of providing
informed, nonpartisan analysis of
critical policy issues affecting local
governments, school districts, and
the state of Wisconsin.
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THE NEW WPF

We now have increased staff
capacity, broader research
capabilities, and an enhanced
platform to better engage and

inform policymakers and citizens.
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THE NEW WPF
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We are a membership organization, with HEE
contributions from nearly 1,000 (EES
businesses, local governments, o
institutions, nonprofits, and individuals e
allowing us to make our research available ﬁ"

to all and serve as a true “forum.” i
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Once upon a time Milwaukee County had seven park systems . . .




North Dakota 19.9

Delaware -17.2
South Dakota -14.6
lowa 1
Mississippi

Idaho 2017 12.0
Oklahoma -11.0
Wisconsin
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MAINTAINING OUR REPUTATION
FOR NONPARTISANSHIP




WISCONSIN

nll pOLICY FORUM
OUR RESEARCH

PICKING UP THE PIECES EVOLVING POSSIBILITIES

What will It take to address local government . ) X .
infrastructure challenges In Meiro Milwaukee? Fire and EMS service sharing options

in Somers, Bristol, and Paris

CHECKING IN

A Look at Wisconsin Room Tax Trends

HOTEL FRONT DESK

WISCONSIN WISCONSIN

nll poLICY FORUM if g nil POLICY FORUM

a—

L T

. ' d
nll poLICY FORUM

Assessing the Characteristics of Greater Milwaukee's
Growing Hiepanic Workforce
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OUR RESEARCH
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OUR RESEARCH

THE WISCONSIN Y = y THE WISCONSIN

TAXPAYER & .| PZH | TaxPaYER 1T

Yol. 87, Number 6 | 2019 Al e Vol. 87, Number 5 | 2019

Public Property:

, , Renovating TIF:
State Faces Deadline for Conservation

Does Economic Development Tool Need Fixes?

LAST PRINT ISSUE!

DETAILS ON BACK PAGE

THE WISCONSIN - N Y & Z THE WISCONSIN

TAXPAYER Lo A e TAXPAYER

Vol. 87, Number 3 | 2019 Vol. 87, Number 4 | 2019

Going for Broke in America’s Dairyland? [ ] A Clear-Headed Look at Marijuana Policy
With Milk Prices Low, Wisconsin Farms See Rise in Bankruptcies ! Assessing the Governor's Proposals and their Impacts on the State
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20 No. 6

Another Alarming Achievement Gap

Measures of academic achievement for English Learners (ELs) in Wisconsin are far below those of their English-proficient peers.
Only 17% of ELs in third grade can read proficiently, while just 4% of EL eighth graders are proficient in math. What does this

Last month, the Wisconsin Policy Forum
unveiled our new School DataTool, an
interactive dashboard of key educational
data for school districts throughout the
state. Featured m the tool are enrollment
and academic indicators for specific student
groups (1.e., low-income students, students
with disabilities, and students of color) for
which the state and schools are expected to
make progress toward closing achievement
gaps. One important group that will be

imcluded in future editions of the DataTool
o Brialich T caraiera (BT oV ctiidata sxr1tda

mean in light of the state’s responsibility to close student achievement gaps?

ming—>52 districts in 2016-17 serving just
over half the ELs in the state. These districts
have certain concentrations of ELs who
speak the same language in a given band
of grades. (The thresholds are 10 students
in grades K to 3, or 20 students m grades
4 to 8 or m high school.) The state’s only
EL-specific aid reimburses those school
districts for about 8% of a relatively narrow
range of costs they mcur to provide this
programming. All other districts that enroll

ELs must meet the mandates to serve these
I DT S PR e 1o BN A T TA B PEES T4 B VA R A TSRS I

are when they enter an English-speaking
school, the more services they are likely
to need and the longer 1t typically takes to
reach full English language proficiency.
Nevertheless, both state and federal educa-
tion accountability laws require Wisconsin
to monitor EL performance on statewide
achievement measures.

Below, we provide a snapshot of EL
performance on three key indicators of
future success: third grade reading, eighth
orade math (both are measured by Wis-
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MUNICIPAL DATATOOL
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Income and Population Glossary of Terms
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