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“Basically the bottomline is, stop trying to come up with ways to try and hide the 
lead. You should be looking for the high lead, that is your job as the DEQ. When 
you find it you tell us. Do your job the way the EPA intended for you to do it.” 

- LeeAnne Walters, Flint Resident, as quoted in The Poisoned City: Flint’s Water 
and The American Urban Tragedy, by Anna Clark



Approximately 150,000 Detroit properties have been 
tax foreclosed and auctioned since 2005.

Approximately 50,000 have been occupied.

82,282 Detroit properties have been tax foreclosed 
and auctioned since the bankruptcy.

Approximately 30,822 have been occupied.



370,102 Detroit properties have been sent tax 
foreclosure notices since 2005.

Approximately 50,000 have been occupied.

226,447 Detroit properties have been sent tax 
foreclosure notices since the bankruptcy.

151,719 have been occupied.



Since 2009, countywide, Wayne County has made 
more than ⅓ of $1 billion dollars by being the lender, 

debt collector, and auctioneer in this system.



Wayne County made a surplus of $161,884,848 from 
its participation in delinquent taxes since 2013

(countywide, with the majority in Detroit)



It continues to make between $30 and $40 million each 
year that it would not make if people paid on time, but that it 

relies on to balance its budget and avoid state oversight.



This is the spatial distribution of the approximately 150,000 
tax foreclosures that have reached auction in Detroit.



This is the citywide tax delinquency as of summer 2017. Everything 
colored in is between 1-3 years behind in property taxes. While 
we’re getting better at removing properties from the auction, you 

can see the tax distress remains.



These are the 36,000 Detroit properties that received tax foreclosure 
notices for 2018. Notices for 2019 are estimated to be as high.



Note: It’s not possible to talk about tax foreclosure without talking about the 
Detroit Land Bank Authority which owns nearly 100,000 properties 

(98,516), most of which have come to it through the tax foreclosure auction.
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